Student Financial Services Bureau www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid

(SFSB) 1-888-4-GRANTS (888-447-
Connect with us on Facebook or Twitter @mistudentaid 2687)

Hot Off the Press

Our updated publications for the 2015-2016 school year have been printed and are available for
order, free of charge.

Affording College in Michigan Guidebook
SSG Overview Poster
Tuition Incentive Program Poster
Tuition Incentive Program Flyer
Michigan Competitive Scholarship Poster
Programs At a Glance Flyer
SSG Contact QR Codes

Financial Aid Professionals: The 2015-16 Working with SSG College Manual is now available.
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Last Chance to Register

High school counselors and college access professionals, register now for the annual Michigan
High School Counselor Workshop, scheduled for Friday, October 23rd at 36 host sites across the
state. This year’s theme is “Money in Michigan” Communicating the Financial Aid Process to
Students and Families. This workshop is a great opportunity for high school counselors, college
access professionals, and financial aid representatives to network and learn about the financial aid
process and the importance of encouraging financial resources in a college going culture.

Michigan Education Trust/Michigan Education Savings Plan
(MET/MESP)

’ I September is College Savings Month!

In an effort to increase awareness about the importance of saving
for college, State Treasurer Nick Khouri announced that Michigan
has joined several other states in declaring September College
MICHIGAN EDUCATION TRUST Savings Month.

During College Savings Month, MET will waive the $25 enrollment fee. The coupon code to waive
the fee is SCSM15 during online enrollment.

MET offers three contract options: Full Benefits, Limited Benefits, and Community College.
Contracts can be purchased in semester increments with convenient payment options available.
MET purchasers receive a state income tax deduction for the total contract price, including
enroliment fees.

Click here to begin your enroliment today.

SFSB Spotlight

Chantel Tompkins, Michigan State University Student

Although she has faced financial struggles among balancing two
jobs and school, Chantal Tompkins continues to successfully
pursue her goals and her lifelong dream of working in the medical
field.

It hasn’t been easy for Chantel, “As a student | have faced
financial struggles and the challenges of working while being in
school. At one point | was working two jobs while going to school full time and maintaining a
4.0. Needless to say; that was a lot.”

Chantel attributes much of her success to the financial resources she has received. “The outreach
team is eager to help and educate. They have mentored me about school and financial aid and
have been helpful in answering my questions. Financial aid has helped me tremendously. |
specifically receive Tuition Incentive Program (TIP), which is a program | was eligible for based on
having Medicaid as a child. TIP covered all of my tuition and fees for my first two years of

college. My junior and senior year | will be awarded $500 per semester. TIP really enabled me to
be able to go to college, without it; I'd be drowning in debt and may not have ever attended. It has
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been a huge blessing to my family that | am forever grateful for. Financial aid gave me
opportunities | otherwise wouldn’t have had.”

“My advice to students is to fill out the FAFSA and apply for scholarships regardless of whether you
think you're eligible or not. | have many peers that will graduate with massive student loans who
never applied for anything because they didn’t think they’d get awarded. It takes a short time to fill
out an application compared to the years you’ll otherwise spend paying off your

education. Financial aid, scholarships, and grants are available for a reason, take advantage of
what’s available to you.”

This past summer, Chantel earned her Associate’s Degree from Lansing Community College. This
semester, she begins a new journey at Michigan State University.

If you are a student or if you know of a student who has questions about the financial aid process
and needs assistance, please send an email to ssg@michigan.gov.

Make a Dream Come True

FOSTERING FUTU RES Help make dreams a reality with MET’s
Charitable Fundraising Event for the Fostering
Scholarship Benefit Futures Scholarship. Attend the Fourth
Annual Fostering Futures Scholarship Benefit
mD HS ME? Dinner in Detroit. Donations help provide
B scholarships to students who have
experienced foster care and are enrolled at Michigan colleges and universities. Reserve your
tickets to attend the benefit dinner on Thursday, September 24th from 6:00-10:00pm at the

Atheneum Suites Hotel. Click here for more information on the evening’s events or to make a
donation.

National GEAR UP Week

September 21-25 marks National GEAR UP Week 2015. GEAR UP, short for Gaining Early
Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs, is a program available in several states
throughout the nation following students from middle school through the first year of college to
expose them to the possibilities and opportunities of an undergraduate education.

MI GEAR UP serves over 11,000 students and provides them with scholarships and workshops on
topics such as: financial literacy, financial aid, college life, and standardized testing to name a few.

In honor of National GEAR UP Week, the Student Financial Services Bureau (SFSB) is excited to
announce the upcoming launch of its new blog, MI Student Story.

The blog, featuring student experiences in Michigan, aims to share experiences like hardships,
achievements, and inspirations with others to provide a sense of compassion and a first-hand
glimpse into the reality of college life. The first piece features Charles Bell, an AmeriCorps volunteer
with the Eastern Michigan University GEAR UP program and a former GEAR UP student himself.

MI Student Story’s purpose will be accessible not only to Ml GEAR UP students, but to all students
throughout the state.
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Be on the lookout for our first Ml Student Story post in the next few weeks which will be promoted
on Facebook and Twitter @mistudentaid.

Please visit www.migearup.org for more details on Ml GEAR UP and
www.michigan.gov/mistudentaid for more information on resources offered by the SFSB.

Student Loan Debt Relief Scams

Have student loans? You’ve probably seen social media ads, received emails,
or even opened a piece of mail from companies promising to reduce your
monthly loan payments or cancel your loans.

Here’s the catch. These companies are doing something you can do yourself,
but they’ll charge you a fee.

The U.S. Department of Education provides FREE assistance to help
you:

Lower or cap your monthly loan payment;
Consolidate your federal loans;

See if you qualify for loan forgiveness;
Get advice on getting out of default.

Help get the word out, and help protect your friends and family from student loan scams. Watch and
share this video, and visit studentloans.gov to learn more.

*Source U.S. Department of Education

Upcoming Events
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If you are interesting in having a SFSB presentation,
please complete the Presentation Request Form.

Check out the SESB events calendar to see where our
representatives will be. If you have questions about these
events (including times, specific locations, topics covered,
etc.) please contact Shannon

Price at prices4@michigan.gov

. Michigan Department of Treasury
| Lansing, Michigan 48922

J 517-373-3200

or

Contact Us Online here
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STAY CONNECTED:

SUBSCRIBER SERVICES:
Manage Preferences | Unsubscribe All | Subscription Help

This service is provided to you at no charge by Michigan Department of Treasury.

This email was sent to somervillec@michigan.gov using GovDelivery, on behalf of: Michigan Department of Treasury - Lansing, Ml 48922 - 517-373-3200
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